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The appearance of the books in the distinguished 
series on receptors and recognition reflects the grow- 
ing interest in this relatively neglected field of virus 
research. Virus receptors were the subject of one 
chapter in a previous volume on this series only 4 
years ago [Maeger and Hughes (1977) vol. 41. Most of 
the notable recent advances in the chemistry of the 
cell receptor sites (CRS) (to use the proposed termi- 
nology for the structures that bind on virions), are to 
be found in the field of bacterial viruses. The first part 
contains 8 well-written chapters, fully documented 
with hardly any overlap. To quote Linda L. Randall in 
the introduction ‘... anything which is exposed on the 
cell surface can be used by phages as receptors’. On the 
other hand, the large second part reflects the paucity of 
data on receptors in animal virology. It contains 11 
chapters with considerable overlap in the material 
presented. Most of the text is concerned with the 
external virion proteins involved in receptor ecogni- 
tion, which is available in many virological reviews. 
However, this part consolidates the present knowledge 
and sets out the terminology, while the chapters on 
the quantitative aspects and the receptors of tumor 
viruses are outstanding. 
I see no reason for separating the volume into 2 
parts. The books are slim, and an integrated volume 
has many obvious advantages. On the whole, this 
volume is to be recommended to people with a 
special interest in cell receptors, and to virologists as 
a reference book. 
K. Apostolov 
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The importance of DNA tumour viruses is manifold. 
Because they transform mammalian cells causing 
malignant cancers they have been intensively studied 
as model systems for understanding the causes of 
cancer. But they are equally important model sys- 
terns for those wishing to understand such a basic cellu- 
lar mechanism as the control of the initiation and 
termination of DNA replication, the mechanisms of
transcriptional control, RNA splicing, and messenger 
RNA processing, or the dynamics of molecular evolu- 
tion. ‘DNA Tumor Viruses’ is a lucid and comprehen- 
sive survey of what was known of their molecular 
biology by mid-l 979. It will be valuable to a great 
many biochemists and essential reading for anyone 
entering the field. 
What is known about the 3 classes of DNA tumour 
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